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						             August 17, 2018


Dear Parents and Students,

     Welcome to fourth grade! We hope that you enjoyed your summer and are ready for a wonderful year.  We would like to cover several items regarding our classrooms.  

Class Rules:
Be Respectful, Responsible, Ready to Learn.
Stop and Think and Make Safe Choices.  

     All students are expected to follow the class and the school’s rules at all times.  
     There is a bulletin board in the classroom that helps monitor the student’s choices for each day. There are seven colors posted where students can move their clip.  All students start the day on green.  Positive choices will allow the student to move upward toward blue, purple, and pink.  Poor choices result in downward movement toward yellow, orange, and finally red.  Movement of the clips happen throughout the day; from choices, they make while under the supervision from all teachers/adults at the school.  This allows students to always improve on a poor choice.  
Every day in your child’s agenda, there will be a stamp showing their color next to the parent signature line.  



Daily Schedule:
8:40-9:00 Morning Routine
9:00-10:30 First block of instruction
10:30-11:00 RTI 
11:00-11:30 Lunch
11:35-12:20 Specials
12:20-2:20 Second block of instruction
2:20-2:50 Recess/Physical Activity
2:50-3:10 Third block of instruction 
3:10-3:20 End of day routine  
3:20 Dismissal 

Your child should know how they are getting home daily, but we realize sometimes there are last minute changes.  Please call the front office if you need to get a message to your child.  They will radio us with that message. 

Curriculum:  Details about our curriculum will be discussed more in depth during Open House.  Here are some details that you may find helpful.  

Reading and Math:  Student editions are all available/partially available on line.  You can access these text books and do a variety of activities that will support and review the skills learned in class.   

Accelerated Reader:  Accelerated Reader will begin promptly.  Children are responsible for checking out books from the library that are on their level for A.R.  Students will only be permitted to take test that are on their reading level.  Once the goal is set, at the end of the nine weeks, the percentage of points that the students earns will be calculated as part of their ELA grade.  The other part of the A.R. score is their comprehension percentage average for the tests that they took for the nine weeks grading period.  This is also calculated into their ELA grade.  For this reason, children should choose their tests wisely, and make sure they know the book prior to testing. Tests need to be taken on books that the children are currently reading, or books they read over the summer.   

Math:  Go Math is the math series that we will be using this year.  Please check their agenda to see which pages must be returned as homework.  How can you help your child in math right now?  Have them memorize their multiplication facts!

Spelling:  Students will have weekly spelling tests that follow a rule.  The word list will be given to the students at the beginning of the week.  The teacher will encourage the students to find other words that follow the rule, and additional words may be added to the given list.  

Writing: We will continue with source writing this year in 4th grade.  Students will practice this skill throughout the school year. 

Science/Social Studies:  As you know, the Core Knowledge curriculum is what makes Rosewood such a great place to learn.  This year, we will be learning about topics such as Medieval Times, Florida History, and the American Revolution to name a few.  The children will also do Science Fair Projects.  

FOCUS: This is a great way for parents to access their child’s grades on-line.  The web site is available now for you to sign up!  Grades are entered in a timely manner, so you can always know where your child stands in each subject area.   


 
FSA:  Fourth graders are tested on Reading, Math, and Writing.  We will be preparing the students all year for these tests.

Homework:  We believe homework is important because it is a valuable aid in helping students to make the most of their experience in school. We give homework because it is useful in reinforcing what has been taught in class. Homework helps to teach responsibility and positive study habits. 

Students’ Homework Responsibilities: We expect students to do their best job on their homework.  Homework should be neat, and be turned in on time. The work must be returned inside the binder with first name, last name, student number, and must be complete. Students that do not have their homework will be expected to complete and turn in any missing work as soon as possible.  

Parents’ Homework Responsibilities: Parents play an important role in making homework a positive experience for their children. Therefore, we ask that parents make homework a priority. Necessary supplies and a quiet environment should be provided.  A daily homework time should be set up.  Although parents can help children with their homework, the work itself is to be done in the child’s handwriting.  

 
Uniforms:  Uniform policy will be strictly enforced this year.  Please see your child’s orientation folder for a very specific approved list of clothing and accessories. This year the uniform policy is very clear.  They have eased up on shoes and hair bows, but socks, and jackets/hoodies will be strictly enforced. 



    
      The uniforms worn at our school set the tone for a positive learning environment.  Please check over your child before they leave home to ensure they are in uniform.  Uniform compliance is checked daily.  Teachers have been asked to write notes home when uniform policy is not followed.   

Special Events, Field Trips:  Work, work, work!  But, there is also room for fun, fun, fun!  We will be having two special days at Rosewood this year:  Medieval Day, and Floriday.  Our field trips so far include Medieval Times in Orlando, St. Augustine and Lagoon Day at the Environmental Learning Center in Wabasso.  You will have an opportunity to sign up for these events during Open House.       

Contact information:
Mrs. Zwemer :   karen.zwemer@indianriverschools.org  564-3870
Mrs. Hanlon:     lori.hanlon@indianriverschools.org  564-3866
Ms. Bradshaw:   laura.bradshaw@indianriverschools.org  564-3872
Ms. Cade:        crystal.cade@indianriverschools.org   564-3899

	Teachers have been asked to not answer the phone during instructional time. Please e-mail your child’s teacher or call the front office so a message can be radioed to the teacher.  Students are permitted to use the classroom phone for emergencies only.  

We encourage you to go to Rosewood Magnet’s web site for additional information all year.  Fourth grade has their own site. It can be reached from the Rosewood Magnet website under Classroom Pages.  There is a section for announcements, important dates, and the weekly newsletter, Reading Log Reflection questions.    




Agendas:  The agendas are an important way communicate with each other.  Agendas go home every night, and are signed and returned the next day.  Please check them daily, and write any questions you may have in the agenda.  Please do NOT sign them for an entire week, as we will not know that you saw a note that was written. 


How your child gets home daily:  This should be something that you have communicated with your child about prior to him or her leaving for school in the morning.  If this changes daily, please write a note in your child’s agenda reminding him or her of how they are getting home that day.  This prevents a panic on their part at the end of the day, and hopefully prevents the interruption of a phone/radio call during instructional time. 

Attendance/leaving early:  Parents are asked to send a written note explaining why your child was absent.  Please remember to turn this into the front office, or to your child’s teacher on a separate piece of paper.  

Lunch:  Mrs. Bradshaw   11:02-11:32 a.m.
	   Ms. Cade         11:02-11:32 a.m.
	   Mrs. Zwemer     11:00-11:30 a.m.
	   Mrs. Hanlon      11:00-11:30 a.m.

Please see the information about parents eating lunch with their children, and sign the permission slip for your child to eat lunch with a friend if you so choose.  Students are limited to asking ONE friend to join them for lunch.  




Birthdays:  If you want to bring in a treat for the class for your child’s birthday, please let your child's teacher know ahead of time.  Check with your child's teacher so you are aware of any food allergies that students in the class may have.  Include napkins, plates, and silverware if needed.     


Water bottles are the only liquid that the students can bring into the classroom daily and consume during the day as needed.  They obviously can have other appropriate drinks in their lunch boxes to drink during lunch.  This hopefully will avoid sticky spills.  

Specials:  See the handout sent home during orientation concerning special times (Art, Music, P.E., Media). We go every day from 11:35-12:20 p.m.

Allergies:  Due to the allergies of some of our students (and the teacher), we ask that you do not allow your child to use perfume, cologne, or body spray prior to coming to class.  Deodorant that is mild/unscented is fine and often necessary!  Thank you. 












     

Please review the information in this letter, and sign below. We know this is a lot of information to process at once, so please keep the packet of information at home, and only return this last page.





Parent/Guardian Signature:  ___________________________

Student Signature:  _________________________________

Any comments, questions, concerns:  





